
The Regional Transit Authority 8 (RTA8), a department managed by ECIA, is pleased to 
recognize Margie Davis for being honored with the prestigious Driver of the Year Award at 
the 32nd Iowa Public Transit Association’s Training Conference & Annual Meeting.  Margie 
was nominated by her peers to receive the Driver of the Year Award and has been a driver 
for the Region 8 RTA for the past twenty-eight years. 

Region 8 RTA is also pleased to recognize Jean Dalsing for her 2nd place finish at the 32nd 
annual Iowa Public Transit Association’s Roadeo Event.  This outstanding performance 
earned her a spot in the National Community Transportation Roadeo during the 
Community Transportation Expo held in Palm Springs, California the week of May 19-23.  
Jean received an impressive seventh place in the Van Division and is among the list of All-
Time Roadeo Winners, earning first place in 2014. Jean has been a driver for the Region 8 
RTA for the past thirty-three years.

The National Community Transit Roadeo is the only national venue to honor and celebrate 
the value of rural and community transit operators, the backbone of the Community 
Transportation industry. This exciting event draws drivers from around the country to 
compete for top scores on a course that tests skills on every level of the drivers’ abilities.  

ECIA Spotlight June 2019

RTA Drivers Recognized for Driver of the 
Year and Rodeo Awards

Phone: 563.556.4166
Toll Free: 800.942.4648

Fax: 563.556.0348
Web: www.ecia.org

Like us on Facebook today!

$2.5M invested 
to Prevent 
Flooding

In April, U.S. Secretary of Commerce 
Wilnur Ross announced that the 
Department’s Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) is awarding 
a $2.5 million grant to the city 
of Dubuque to help protect local 
businesses from flooding by replacing 
existing flood gates and pumps. 
According to grantee estimates, the 
project is expected to create 152 
jobs, retain 436 jobs 
and generate $15.5 
million in private 
investment, serving 
a Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act designated 
Opportunity Zone.

This project will address economic 
resiliency efforts in response to 
recent regional disaster flooding 
in north-east Iowa, by leveraging 
public and private sector resources 
to expand and replace existing 
flood gates and pumps in Dubuque. 
Reducing the negative impacts of 
heavy rainfall and flooding will help 
create a durable and resilient local 
economy that can retain and attract 
businesses. 

This project was made possible by 
the regional planning efforts led by 
the ECIA in partnership with the City 
of Dubuque and private businesses. 
Together, the public and private 
sectors can create an economic 
development roadmap to strengthen 
the regional economy, support 
private capital investment and create 
jobs.

STREETS Project moves Forward
The City of Dubuque: Smart Traffic Routing with Efficient 
& Effective Traffic System (STREETS) program is moving 
forward once again. The Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) has recommended the Dubuque STREETS project 
to the Department of Transportation secretary’s office for a 
$1 million grant award. This leads into the next step of the 
process, starting on the Request for Proposal (RFP). Staff 
from both the ECIA Transportation Departmentand the City of Dubuque are geared up to 
move ahead with the project.

The STREETS program is a vision for the next generation of integrated traffic signal systems 
that include rapid simulation of future traffic conditions based on real-time data collection. 
This in turn will reduce wear and tear on major corridors, reduce traffic congestion, 
improve travel times/safety, reduce emissions, and enhance system monitoring capabilities. 
For more information on this project, visit: https://eciatrans.org/DMATS/STREETS.cfm or 
contact Chandra Ravada at cravada@ecia.org.

ECIA Welcomes 
Shelby Eipperle
We’re excited to 
announce that Shelby 
Eipperle has accepted 
the position of  
Community Services 
Advocate at the ECIA.

Her responsibilities 
include technical and advisory work 
in the administration of federal and 
state grant programs by working 
with staff, program participants, 
community partners and non-profits. 
She will serve as first point of contact 
for clients looking for programs 
and services, provide referrals and 
conduct intake assessments. She was 
previously employed at Riverview 
Center in Dubuque.

Cooking Classes offered by Convivium and 
Crescent Health

On March 27, diabetic patients and their 
families from the Pacific Island Health Project 
at Crescent Community Health, graduated from 
the first of two “Good & Cheap” Healthy Cooking 
Classes. The class is part of a collaboration 
between Convivium Urban Farmstead, Crescent 
Community Health Center and Dubuque 
Urban Farm, enabled by a grant from the  
5-2-1-0 program through the Iowa Council of 
Governments managed by ECIA.

Qualifying families participated in a four-week 
cooking class where the adults and children 
worked side-by-side to learn basic cooking 
skills and create several diabetic friendly meals 
that can be easily recreated at home. The class 
used the “Good & Cheap” cookbook, which 
includes healthy, vegetable-heavy recipes that 
can be prepared for $4 per day – the amount 
per day that is received by those who qualify 
for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program. Graduates from the program received 
a Community Supported Agriculture share from 
Dubuque Urban Farm for 10 weeks throughout the growing season. 

Catholic Charities Awarded $170,000 
Housing Trust Fund Grant

Catholic Charities announced the purchase 
of a 28-unit Rural Development affordable 
housing complex in Maquoketa. Catholic 
Charities conducts periodic studies 
of economic health by county in the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque, and Jackson county 
was identified as the #1 ranked county when 
measuring indicators such as poverty rates, 
unemployment rates and affordability of 
housing. 

The 3-building complex, consisting of 17 
one-bedroom and 11 two bedroom apartments, was acquired by Fidelity Bank when the 
previous owner dropped off the deed at the bank. Some years later, Heartland East is in 
the beginning stages of a $275,000 renovation, including new heating/cooling units, vinyl 
plank flooring, some new kitchens and baths, as well as two fully accessible wheelchair 
apartments. With the acquisition of Heartland East, Catholic Charities Housing now has 209 
apartments and approximately 400 people living in these homes in Maquoketa, Waterloo 
and Dubuque. This would not have been possible without a $170,000 grant from the EIRHC 
Trust Fund and support from the Jackson County Economic Alliance, Maquoketa Ministerial 
Association, Sacred Heart Parish, and Fidelity Bank.

IFA offers 
up to $5K 

Downpayment 
Assistance

Earn up to $5,000 for your new 
home! Check out their great new 
ad: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=e3b_onxV8cY The Iowa 
Finance Authority offers a variety 
of down payment and closing cost 
assistance to help home buyers. The 
grant and second loan options are 
available through FirstHome and 
Homes for Iowans and the respective 
programs’ eligibility requirements 
apply. 

For more information on these 
great opportunities, visit: http://
iowafinanceauthority.gov/Public/
Pages/PC78LN10. 


